
 

So, this is what we need you to do. Move this old airplane (8000 lbs, 

73 ft wing span, and 42 ft long.) into an atrium in a building that’s 

under construction, and o’yeah, the only way into the building 

atrium is through a 200 ft long tunnel that’s 12 ft wide x 10 ft tall, 

but don’t worry, we have dug down to the top of the tunnel and re-

moved a 30 ft section of the tunnel roof so you can lower the air-

plane in to it (the fuselage with everything removed is 29’ 10”). 

 

The quote above was our introduction to recent project, the airplane, 

a historically significant 

and very important air-

craft to the owner.  

Centennial Aircraft ser-

vices, Waco’s restora-

tion and repair sister 

company, has been 

charged with the disas-

sembly, transportation 

supervision and reas-

sembly of the Aircraft. 

Many of the challenges 

that we face with project include the above  mentioned tunnel, the 

requirement that everything that goes into the tunnel except the air-

plane, must come out of the tunnel, and the time frame, with only 

two weeks currently allocated to reassembly of the airplane. We will 

keep you posted with updates 

in this newsletter as the pro-

ject progresses over the sum-

mer. 
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• PARADE of PLANES 

www.paradeofplanes.com

March 26 – 28  Addison 

Airport, Texas 

• SUN-n-FUN   

www.sun-n-fun.org      

April 21-26  location: AC-2   

Lakeland, Florida 

• WACO Factory - Sum-

mer Fly In   June 12 &13  

Battle Creek, MI (KBTL) 

• JET PREVIEW 

www.airportjournals.com 

Various locations and dates 

TBD 

• EAA AirVenture  

www.airventure.org      

Location: 304 & 305        

July 22 – August 2           

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

 

Show calendar: 

Over 100 new  items added to Waco’s Web Store: http://www.wacoclassic.flyingcart.com/ 



We are enhancing the 

2009 YMF-5 C 

model to include 

additional equipment and 

features that were 

formerly optional, 

increasing the value of 

the product and 

simplifying the ordering 

process.  The plan is to 

carefully move to a more 

standardized product, 

allowing for better 

economies of 

production.  An example 

of this is standardizing on 

the JPI 930. This allows 

us to eliminate several 

gauges and to install the 

systems further ahead in 

the production process, 

lowering costs and 

allowing for faster 

delivery.   

 Aircraft ordered in 2009 

will include: 

•  All Garmin Avionics 

• Simplified avionics 

packages 

• JPI EDM 930-7c 

Digital engine 

instrumentation 

system.  

• HID Landing and Taxi 

Lights  

• Various systems 

enhancements (New -

relocated circuit 

breaker panel) 

• Serviceability 

Enhancements that 

include redesigned 

landing gear 

components 

Waco’s sister company Centennial Aircraft Services has been very busy lately, with several 

exciting projects in the works: 

Piper Cub—recover and repair 

Naval Aircraft Factory N3N—Frame up 

restoration 

Stinson 108-3—Frame up restoration 

Waco QCF—Frame up restoration 

Waco CTO—Rebuild after landing 

incident 

Spartan Executive—Rebuild after landing incident. 

What’s in the Shop ? 

Product Enhancements for 2009 
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US Aero along with Waco 

Classic hosted an open 

house and luncheon at     

daVinci’s restaurant on the 

Long Beach airport.  It was a 

fun time for all and great to 

see many of our west coast 

customers. 

Special thanks to George 

Schreyer and Brian Becker 

for flying in their beautiful 

Waco’s 

US AERO Contacts:        

Errol Bader              

Errol@Usaero.aero 

Kelly Matzenbacher 

Kelly@Usaero.aero 

US AERO — Denver        
5460 S. Quebec St.           
Greenwood Village, CO 
80111                           
Phone: 877 FLY AERO              

US AERO — Long Beach 
2845 E. Spring St.           
Long Beach, CA 90806 
Phone: (562) 257-3200 

www.usaero.aero 

 

New Western US Waco  

Classic Dealer—US Aero 

Waco Classic will be hosting a Dinner at the Terrace Hotel in Lakeland for Waco 

Owners, the time and date will be finalized as we move closer to the event. 

http://www.terracehotel.com/terrace-dining.asp  

Sun-N-Fun Dinner 

East Coast Dealer 

We continue to talk with 

two groups  that are eager 

to represent Waco in the 

Eastern US.   We hope to 

have established a rela-

tionship prior to Sun-n-Fun 

Over 100 new  items added to Waco’s Web Store: http://www.wacoclassic.flyingcart.com/ 



Applies to:  All WACO YMF airplanes manufactured by WACO Classic Air-

craft Corporation and predecessor Classic Aircraft Corp.     

Serial Nos. F5001 through F5036 and F5C040 through F5C119 

            This kit is a retrofit upgrade for the main landing gear shock struts 

originally installed on the above listed aircraft. The purpose of this up-

grade is to provide the owners and operators of these airplanes the op-

portunity to enjoy the reduced maintenance costs and improved function-

ality of the current production landing gear struts now being installed on 

our new WACO’s by replacing the original rope type packing with conven-

tional “O” Ring sealing used in all modern aircraft shock struts. 

The original strut design, which until now has remained unchanged since 

the 1930s, utilized a type of seal known as Gas Rod Packing and a gland 

type nut to squeeze the packing material around the shock strut piston to 

prevent the hydraulic fluid from leaking from the strut. This type of seal-

ing system was a simple design with no need for close tolerances in the 

manufacturing process, no doubt a consideration in 1935. It results, how-

ever, in a less than optimal seal and is static in that over time in service 

the packing tends to not remain in contact with the piston surface and 

leaks can develop. When this occurs, the only remedy is to disassemble 

the strut and, with a special tool, retighten the gland nut or replace the 

packing. The torque on the gland nut is also critical as too much will bind 

the strut while not enough will result in a leak requiring rework and addi-

tional expense. 

With the use of modern design and manufacturing processes, WACO Clas-

sic Aircraft has improved the original design by eliminating the trouble-

some packing while retaining the basic well proven strut design. The up-

grade kit comes partially assembled with complete instructions and is a 

direct replacement for the original piston assembly. The change out is 

quite simple and should be within the capabilities of any well equipped 

aircraft maintenance shop. And of course we are always just a phone call 

or email away, ready to answer any questions your technician might have.  

Available at: http://www.wacoclassic.flyingcart.com/  
Or call the factory at: 269-565-1000   P/N 50846LGK Price: $649.99 ea 

 

LANDING GEAR PISTON UPGRADE KIT By Carl Dye 
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Keep Track of your NEW  

Airplane on our Website. 

Customers ordering new air-

planes and that have restora-

tion projects at Centennial 

(our restoration subsidiary) 

can now track the project’s 

progress on our website.  

Kathy has created  special 

areas on both the WACO and 

Centennial websites for cus-

tomers and  their friends to 

keep tabs on the progress.  

Photos are updated weekly.   
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