
Show calendar: 

Sun-N-Fun   March 27—April 1 

Lakeland, Fl  www.Sun-n-Fun.org 

POPA Convention  June 7-9, Sara-

sota, Fl    ww.pilatusowners.com 

GoodWood  Aviation Show      

June 28 to July 1   Chichester, West 

Sussex,  United Kingdom 

TBMOPA Convention  Oct 24 –27 

www.tbmowners.org/  

Airventure  July 23—29     Osh-

kosh, WI  www.AirVenture.org 

WACO Aircraft                     

15955 South Airport Road    

Battle Creek, MI  49015              

269-565-1000 

Airplanes = Art 

We’re frequently asked 

if visitors can take pic-

tures here in the facil-

ity (of course you can!)  

We’ve even had a visi-

tor who set up her ea-

sel and spent a week or 

so creating oil paint-

ings, right in the han-

gar among the WACOs.   

We certainly can’t 

blame her – the air-

planes themselves are works of art.   Fine artist Rachel Lussier  

(www.rachellussierart.com), (Continued on Page 2)                                 
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WACO Gear (www.WACOGear,com) 
For generations, WACO has been known for the quality and the style of 

the Aircraft we produce.   Soon this reputation for quality will extend 

from the aircraft we manufacture to the merchandise we wholeheart-

edly endorse and sell at our web store; WACOGear.Com.  As you know, 

WACO uses only the highest quality materials in our aircraft, starting 

with German 4130 Chrome-moly tubing and finished with American 

manufactured paints and leathers.  Everything in the aircraft is made in 

the United States, Europe and other “western” countries.  This same be-

lief in superior quality of American and European products is exhibited 

by the selection of manufactures we represent at WacoGear.com.   They 

include Cirrus Leather Jackets that are custom made in the United King-

dom, Bills Khakis, offering exceptional quality apparel that’s Made in the 

USA, and others like MagLite (California), Leatherman Tool (Oregon) and 

parts for your WACO made right here in Battle Creek, Michigan.               

www.WacoGear.com 
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Airplanes = Art (Continued from Page 1)  who lives in Con-

necticut, has made two trips to WACO in Battle Creek 

and spent some time on what she calls an “art adven-

ture”.  Rachel likes to work from life, being on-site 

when she paints, rather than working from references 

or photographs in her studio. Her first painting cre-

ated here in the hangar was titled “Yellow Tail”, and 

has found a home with one of our WACO owners 

whose aircraft was one of the planes in the painting. 

 

It was lots of fun to see the paintings develop.   We 

look forward to seeing Rachel here again, and to see 

what new and unique piece she creates here next.             

                                                                                            

Another great artist who 

graced our lobby with a fan-

tastic painting this winter was 

Jeff Schaub who painted a 

very large and vivid painting 

of Jerry Rea’s Great Lakes.   

Contact info for Jeff:              

jeffschaub@mail.com 

Contact info for Rachel:          

rachel@rachellussierart.com 
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“Creativity takes courage”  
  Henri Matisse  

Speaking of Paint Customers continue to push the edge of paint design and concepts, frequently working 

with Craig and his team at Scheme Designers to develop their own unique paint scheme. A few also work 

with Kathy in house.  Below are some great concepts that customers have worked on that refreshingly de-

part from the historical norm. 

Www.WacoGear.com 



AOPA 

  

Our web development company, Dynamite Inc, has been hard at work on a new website and brochure for both the 

WACO and new Great Lakes,  Our new Web Address is: WACOAircraft.com, although WacoClassic will still 

work. 

 

 
 

WACOAircraft.Com—our new website 
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Great Lakes Service Letter 
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As the Type Certificate holder for the Great 

Lakes 2T-1A-1/2 one of our responsibilities is 

to support the continued airworthiness of the 

fleet by providing  safety information, techni-

cal support and replacement parts. Just a few 

days after officially receiving the Great Lakes 

TC, Carl here at WACO received at call from 

the NTSB regarding a Great Lakes accident in 

Texas.  After reviewing the accident data, 

speaking with several shops that have worked 

on the Great Lakes in the past and inspecting 

aircraft that were here for service work Carl 

determined that an updated service letter was 

warranted.  A copy can be found at the       

support link on the Waco Website.                   

http://wacoaircraft.com/great-lakes-support/  

Employee Focus—Peter Bowers (Yes I am an employee!) 

 

My first flight in an small airplane was actually a helicopter.  A friend of 

the family landed at our house and took all of us kids for a ride.  Like 

many, it was experience that is scorched in my mind like the birth of a 

child.  Flying as a pilot started in New Orleans, as a student pilot flying a 

Cessna 152.  Sweltering is not severe enough a word to describe summer 

flight training  in a small Cessna over the swamps of Louisiana.  Unfortu-

nately,  New Orleans offered many distractions, and those combined 

with funding constraints conspired to push aside flying for several years.  

After working in New York as clerk at the NYMEX, and several years in 

Texas for a Chemical Company I found myself in Michigan.  This is where 

I became re-engaged with flying once again.  During the summer of 2005 

I attended a QB dinner event  at the WACO factory Battle Creek.  I was 

amazed.  Over the next few years I had the opportunity to visit the fac-

tory on other occasions and was always enchanted by what was going 

on.  I had heard through the local grapevine that the company was qui-

etly for sale, and after much investigation and negotiation it was mine 

(along with my father Jon who is a partner).  So here I am today, as 

owner of the most magical  aviation company in the world.  As is typical, 

my timing was awful, having closed the purchase just a few short months 

before the recession.  Fortunately, we weathered  the recession well.  

We introduced the new D model in 2010 and the Great lakes in 2011 

with our first deliveries later this year.   

Pete Bowers (15 pounds heavier) 

Www.WacoGear.com 
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What makes the new WACO D model one of the safest airplanes flying? 
Today’s new WACO D model is the safest airplane ever produced by WACO Classic and may be one of the 

safest airplanes flying in general aviation today. The reasons are simple -  advanced technology that's 

clearly presented to the pilot in an easy to operate method.   A few of the many features include:  

 

• 4 - LED Landing and Taxi lights  – Super bright with an integrated wig-wag feature and nearly 

unlimited life – many customers leave them on all of the time for traffic avoidance.  Most general 

aviation aircraft have 1 landing light. 

• New LED strobes, beacon and Nav lights- a tower controller recently described the airplane as a flying 

Christmas tree – from 5 miles away!  The new LED lights are dramatically brighter during the day 

when compared to older technology. 

• The new JPI engine instrumentation immediately alerts the pilot to any out of range condition – both 

on the main display and on the dedicated alert screen. 

• Terrain alerting system standard on all aircraft – alerts pilot to obstacles (towers, building) and 

terrain, optionally available Garmin 696 adds audio alerts to the system. 

• Traffic Systems – Garmin’s GTS-800 or L-3’s SkyWatch traffic system displays on the standard Garmin 

GTN-650 and features a 12 mile ring of active traffic alerting with audio call outs such as: “TRAFFIC – 

2 o’clock, 3 miles, high” 

• Standard 460 MHz ELT with GPS interface 

• Well balanced handling characteristics combined with aerobatic performance when needed. 

• 5 point Hooker seatbelts with optional parachutes. 

• Easy ground handling and landing characteristics. 

• Incredibly strong modern structure and systems combined with a time proven design. 

Photo AOPA 

Bulking UP  
In preparation for the start of Great Lakes Production we have been adding several skilled craftsmen to 

our talented team here at WACO.  As you know  our standards are very high and finding people that 

meet those standards for quality and skill has been, and continues to be a challenge.   

 

In departments like welding, where we have more then doubled the size of the department (3 to 7) we 

needed to review 70 plus resumes,  then interview 22, weld tested 10 and then hired 4. In addition to 

welding we have added 2 to the wing department, 2 to assembly and  one to paint.  We still have open-

ings in Assembly and Covering. Last year at this time we had 25 people employed at WACO, today we 

have 34 and expect to add up to seven more over the next few months in support of Great Lakes and 

WACO activities.  In addition to people, we have been hard at work with re-arranging our production 

space. We have just completed moving our welding  and fabrication department to the other side of the 

building and relocated our sheet metal department to the space formally occupied by Welding.  This has 

opened up more space for painting and covering, as well as allowing for a more production line type of  

arrangement of the assembly area. 

Www.WacoGear.com 



Great Lakes Project Photos 
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Great Lakes Frame in Solid Works with Bulkheads and bottom stringers 

Ken fitting firewall tube to Great Lakes frame.   Photo of new welding shop showing overhead 

power booms.  Delivering power and air overhead 

keeps cords off the floor and maximizes production     

flexibility. 

Www.WacoGear.com 



Recent Magazine Articles  

Article Here: http://

aeromagazine.uol.com.br/  

Nico van Staden’s WACO on the cover with a great 

article inside 

Article here: http://pilotmag.com/

waco      (Jeff owns a WACO YMF) 
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