
• AERO Friedrichshafen 

April  8-11 Germany 

www.aero-expo.com 

• SUN-n-FUN    

www.sun-n-fun.org       

April 21-26    Lakeland, Fl 

• AeroExpo—Prague 

May 28-30   

www.expo.aero/prague/ 

• EAA AirVenture  

www.airventure.org         

July 26 – August 1           

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

 

 

We are completely rebranding and redirecting Centennial Aircraft Services, our 

Restoration and Brokerage sister company, to focus on the broader  classic air-

plane market, leveraging our expertise in vintage aircraft garnered from our Waco 

related activities.  The effort includes a new website (www.CentennialAir.Com), 

and an aggressive advertising campaign that includes advertisements in both  

European and American publications, and the internet.  The plan is to rebrand 

Centennial as the worlds preeminent restorer and broker of fine vintage airplanes, 

emphasizing the 1920 through 1940’s vintage and classic airplanes.  On the bro-

kerage front, we expect 

to add several interest-

ing and unique air-

planes in addition to 

our current catalog of 

pre-owned Waco’s. 

 

Please check out the 

new website and keep 

us in mind for your  

brokerage and          

restoration needs. 

Highlights: 

• End of 2009 Update 

and plans for 2010 

• The NEW rebranded 

Centennial Aircraft 

Subsidiary 

• Cold Weather        

Operations 

• D Model Update 

• What’s on the Line 

• Employee Spotlight 

• Headsets for Waco’s 

Centennial Aircraft Services Division—Rebranded and Reenergized 

WACO Classic News 
Year End—2009 

 

Show calendar: 

Check out Waco Classic on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=68944306807  

2009 A sour start with a sweet finish — The only GA manufacturer in the world 

that's at full employment and hiring. 

As everyone can likely relate, the year started off poorly, with several orders being 

canceled or delayed as a result of the economic uncertainty around the world.  

Today, however, we are looking at a strong order book and great prospects for the 

new year. It’s somewhat ironic that Waco Classic, the worlds smallest GA manu-

facturer, is the only manufacturer at full employment and actually adding staff. 

New additions include Rich Hunter in Engineering, Jeff Slayton in Avionics  and Dan 

Johnson in Centennial Restoration and Tom Klotz in our line department. 

For 2010 we are looking forward to the launch of the New D model and the media 

attention that often comes along with such exciting new products.  We are also 

expecting a boost in export sales, as the weak US dollar is helping us with our 

prospects for Europe and other markets.  Additionally our rebranded Centennial 

Aircraft Services subsidiary is expected to increase our restoration and brokerage 

business. 
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One of the most frequent questions fielded at WACO Classic (second to how to pronounce “WACO”) is, 

“What's the best headset for the airplane?” For about the last year we have been testing headsets and solicit-

ing input from customers in an attempt to find the best headset for use in open cockpit aircraft like the WACO 

YMF.  

 

Headsets can be lumped into four general categories; 1) Passive headsets, 2) ANR (Active Noise Reduction)  

headsets, 3) ITE (In The Ear) headset, and 4) helmets.  For passive headsets, we reviewed and tested products 

from David Clark, Sigtronics, Lightspeed, and Flightcom; ANR headsets from Lightspeed, David Clark and Bose;  

ITE headsets from Clarity Aloft, and Helmets from Campbell Aero Classics in New Zealand. Each category has   

benefits and limitations.   With some exceptions, the more money you spend the better the performance. 

 

Let’s start with the worst performing and move up. Without a doubt, ANR headsets fail to perform well in the 

unique noise dynamic of open cockpit aircraft.  Hopefully no one dropped a grand on a new Bose X at Oshkosh; 

the headset is basically useless in the WACO, and other than looking hip and the free “toaster” that came with 

the headsets you are out of luck. Avoid the David Clark X11; with almost no passive noise blocking, the per-

formance was similar to the Bose. We were excited by the new Zulu and loved the Bluetooth cell phone fea-

ture, but again, the ANR circuitry just can’t keep up with the noise.  In an attempt to salvage our investment we 

purchased some very comfy ear seals from Oregon Aero that fit the Zulu. The performance increased slightly, 

but again the electronics got out of sync, frequently creating loud and distracting popping and warbling sounds.  

With higher clamping pressure, the Zulu would perform better. We found that holding the ear cups tightly 

against the head provided good results,  however flying the airplane then became problematic.  With the ANR 

electronics off, the Zulu’s performance was equal to lower end passive headsets.   It’s unfortunate that ANR is 

not yet up to the open cockpit challenge as all three perform well in our other enclosed aircraft. 

 

Moving on up, passive headsets from David Clark are still the standard by which all oth-

ers are measured. WACO recommends the H10-13 or the H10-60.   Add the Oregon 

Aero ear pads and you will have a winning combination.  By far the best value for a very 

effective passive headset is the Lightspeed QFR SOLO  /c headset, high but comfortable 

clamping forces produce a 28.7 db noise reduction.  I fly with them as my backup head-

set. 

 

In The Ear headsets (ITE) are new category for aviation noise protection.   We recently 

had a long cross country flight and used the Clarity Aloft Featherweight Headset. WOW! 

Super light weight and comfortable, an additional benefit is that bald spots get a great tan.  Using the proper 

technique for installing the earpieces can make a big improvement in performance.  If you dislike earplugs in 

your ears, then this headset is not for you.  We found the noise protection to be about on par with David Cark 

passive headsets that had the Oregon Aero seals installed.  Several customers have reported great results with 

the Clarity Aloft headsets, and for us they are a winner. 

 

Custom made to fit your cranium like a glove, with Kevlar, leather and cool English  

goggles, and excellent construction quality, a Campbell helmet is what you want.   The 

good news is that it is bullet resistant (no joke), the negative is that the helmet can be 

hot and may get heavy after several hours in the saddle.  I have had excellent results, 

and it’s done wonders to boost my ego and perceived flying skills.  The leather can be 

matched to your airplane. 

 

(updated) Headsets for Waco’s— Guess what was under the tree 

Check out Waco Classic on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=68944306807  



Development and engineering work for the new “D” model is 

winding up, with all of the flight testing completed and 

submitted to the FAA Aircraft Certification Office.  The propeller 

testing is complete and that data has been submitted also.   We 

expect TIA in January with final approvals towards the end of 

January or early February. 

Yes—you can fly in the winter, we do it all the time at the factory. 

Some recommendations: 

1) Have the winter weather kit installed by the factory (standard 

on new airplanes). 

2) Let the oil heat up to 80 deg minimum before run-up. 

3) Wear a helmet, and proper gear like hunters gloves and a 

good jacket. 

4) Install the front cockpit snap cover and turn the heat off to 

the front cockpit (more for the back) 

5) Watch out for migrating geese. 

Like flying in the winter ? 

D Model Development Update 

Page 3 WACO Classic News 

Employee Spotlight 

Check out Waco Classic on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=68944306807  

WACO PARTS ONLINE 
 

If you need a fast, easy way to order parts for 

your WACO, just go to the “Parts and 

Accessories” link at the bottom of our 

website.  Our online store is always open! 

 

Many commonly used parts are available,  

from gaskets and spark plugs to the stainless 

steel exhaust system.  All major credit cards 

are accepted, including Visa, Mastercard, 

American Express and Discover. 

 

Next time you need parts, just visit us on the 

web to place your order right away. 
 

 

We’ve added several new people to the 

Waco / Centennial team including: 

 

Rich Hunter, who came to us from 

Parker Hannifin.  Rich has a master’s de-

gree in Engineering and was an ODAR 

while at Parker.   Rich’s duties include 

Inspection and assisting Carl in drafting 

and design work.  Additionally Rich is the 

main engineering interface with the FAA 

and our DER for the D Certification pro-

ject.  In addition to Rich, we have added 

Jeff Slayton in the avionics department.  

Jeff comes to us from Duncan Aviation. 

Jeff is a very talented sheet metal worker 

and avionics technician. Also new is Dan 

Johnson, a skilled A & P and Restorations 

Specialist.  Tom Klotz is new in our line 

department, and is currently an aviation 

student at WMU. 

 



What’s on the Line   We have several beautiful new Waco’s on the production line, including  a few exciting restoration projects: 
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